Colistin is a polypeptide antibiotic first isolated in 1950 from Bacillus colistinus, which has recently become available for intramuscular use as colistinmethate sodium (Coly-Mycin,t injectable). This antibiotic resembles the polymyxins in both structure and "spectrum", but it is considered to have a wider therapeutic index and to produce less pain on intramuscular injection.
It possesses bacteriostatic and bacteriocidal activity against a wide variety of Gram-negative bacteria, but has considerably less activity against Grampositive bacteria. One notable exception to its effect on Gram-negative organisms is the Proteus group (Kirby, and Roberts, 1961; Schwartz, Warren, Barkley, and Landis, 1960) . Nothing is known of its activity against Treponema pallidum, the causative organism of syphilis. This paper reports the effect of intramuscular colistin in experimental rabbit syphilis.
Material and Methods
Adult male rabbits, each with six dark-field positive cutaneous chancres in the skin of the back, were arranged in six-animal groups. One group was not treated. Other groups were given aqueous colistin intramuscularly every 8 hours for 6 days in doses of either 1, 5, or 10 mg./kg./ day. Clinical and serological observations were continued for 3 months, including periodic notation of weight, measurement of lesions, dark-field examination of lesion exudates, palpation of testes, and microscopic examination of testicular aspirates, and quantitative V.D.R.L. tests. The effect of treatment was determined by clinical Results All the rabbits remained dark-field-positive during the primary stage of the infection, and no significant differences in the rate of progression or regression, the maximum size attained, or the duration of the chancres of the treated and untreated animals occurred. The disease progressed to dark-fieldpositive secondary lesions in every animal. The serological findings in the various dosage groups were comparable to those in the controls.
Discussion
The increasing incidence of penicillin sensitivity (Brown, Simpson, and Price, 1960) 
